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“Hey, wake up, Croc!”



“You've overslept — it’s ten o'clock!”

[ J} Oh nol

- Has my alarm
clock stopped?
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“I'm late! And there’s so much to do —
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[ need new shoes, a new bag too.
['m due at The Zoo at twenty to two.”




Croc gulps her breakfast,

grabs her stuff.




She runs, but she’s not quick enough.
“I've missed the bus!™ She’s out of puff.




Now Croc’s in town. “It can’t be true!” ‘
The shoe store door says CLOSED TILL 2.
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She sighs. “These boots will have to do.”
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It’s party time! The Zoo looks fine.

- The lions and rhinos wait in line.




THE ZO0O CAFE
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The hippos hold a birthday sign.
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“We’ll have to wait. She’s always late.

THE ZO




“At last! Come on,
let’s celebrate!”




Croc swallows quickly.
“What's up, Croc?”
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“I have the hiccups — I can’t stop.”



 There, there. E"/ v .

“Unwrap your presents, Croc.”
Croc picks a box...




...and gets a shock.

“CUCKOOQO! CUCKOO!”




“My gosh! I almost dropped the box.”

“You’'ve never seen a cuckoo clock?”
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“Hey, Croc! Guess what? a
Your hiccups have stopped!” A
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'-’;f “So tell us, do you like it, Croc?”
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[ do! I do!

[ like it a lr:rtl f

“It’s a tip-top tick-tock cuckoo clock!™
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About phonics

Phonics is a method of teaching reading, used
extensively in today’s schools. At its heart is an
emphasis on identifying the sounds of letters, or
combinations of letters, that are then put together to
make words. These sounds are known as phonemes.

Starting to read
Learning to read is an important milestone for any
child. The process can begin well before children start
to learn letters and put them together to read
words. The sooner children can discover
books and enjoy stories and language,
the better they will be prepared for
reading themselves,
first with the
help of an
adult and then

: :\? independently.
w:’i’[h’ dependently.

You can find out more about phonics on the Usbome Very First Reading website,
wiww. usbome.comiveryfirstreading (US readers go o www.overyfirstreading.com).
Click on the Parents tab at the top of the page, then scroll down and click on

About synthetic phonics.




Phonemic awareness

An important early stage in pre-reading and early
reading is developing phonemic awareness: that is,
listening out for the sounds within words. Rhymes,
rhyming stories and alliteration are excellent ways of
encouraging phonemic awareness.

In this story, your child will soon identify the o sound,
as in Croc and clock or in stopped or what. Look out,
too, for rhymes such as due — Zoo and fine — sign.

Hearing your child read
If your child is reading a story
to you, don't rush to correct
mistakes, but be ready to
prompt or guide if he or she
is struggling. Above all,
give plenty of praise and
encouragement.
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A lively story with irresistible illustrations, this book is
a delight to share with very young children. It can also be
enjoyed by children who are beginning to read for themselves.
The simple rhyming text helps to develop essential language
and early reading skills, and there are guidance notes
for parents at the back of the book.
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